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Government Reimbursement  
Topical Community

F
irst and foremost, the Government 
Reimbursement Topical Community 
is composed of attorneys who practice 
in my area. Perhaps it’s an occupational 
hazard of all health lawyers, but when I 
am introduced to someone and identify 

myself as a health lawyer the typical response is, “Whose 
side are you on, the hospital’s or the patient’s?” Yes, 
based on TV ads malpractice appears to be the entirety 
of the practice of health law. When I reply, “I’m on 
neither side,” and then describe my practice (corporate, 
transactional, regulatory, and appellate litigation), they 
quickly lose interest (or their eyes glaze over). 

In the Government Reimbursement Topical Com-
munity, everyone shares my interest in and passion for 
what outsiders consider the dryer aspects of health law. 
The community allows members to share information 
and discuss issues related to reimbursement and 
coverage, including Medicare and other government 
payer laws, regulations, and instructions, as well as 
issues related to health care organizational accreditation 
such as the Joint Commission and other accrediting 
entity standards. Participating in discussions in this 
community has proven to be rewarding and even fun, 
such as when I posted a parody post about Provider 
Reimbursement Review Board filing requirements.

Second, the Government Reimbursement Topical 
Community is a place to discuss Regulation, Accredita-
tion, and Payment Practice Group (RAP PG) activities 
(webinars, publications, toolkits, in-person program 
presentations, and recently a podcast). The RAP PG is 
a rich resource of information and contains an extraor-
dinary wealth of collective knowledge from the overall 
RAP PG membership. 

Finally, and by no means least, I treasure the personal 
relationships with numerous fine folks in the Govern-

ment Reimbursement Topical Community. Some 
were worker bees such as myself. Others served on the 
AHLA Board of Directors or chaired Program Planning 
Committees. All share the common denominator of 
understanding each other’s professional pursuits. 

Life Members Network

During the opening reception at an AHLA Annual 
Meeting some years back, I went to the then-incoming 
President and stated that there were AHLA groups for 
young professionals and women, and there also needed 
to be an AHLA group for long-time members. The 
Life Members Network (currently under the steady, 
devoted, and expert hand of moderator Elizabeth 
Hogue) provides a forum to recognize and serve the 
unique needs of long-time members and harvest 
and channel members’ knowledge, experience, and 
passion for the practice of health law for the benefit 
of the overall AHLA membership. The community is 
self-selected and open to those with at least 15 years of 
AHLA membership. As those who participate in the 
Life Members Network can attest, there is almost a 
daily round of messages addressing health law practice 
and life in general. 

The Life Members ribbon at AHLA in-person programs 
is dark green, signifying that Life Members are evergreen. 
For AHLA members who are well into their careers and 
wish to communicate with other experienced health 
attorneys, the Life Members Network is ideal. 

Which community will become your professional 
home? Go to communities.americanhealthlaw.org to 
start networking and find out!

1.  All RAP PG members are auto enrolled in the Government 
Reimbursement Topical Community, as are members who 
have selected “Government Reimbursement” as one of their 
email content preferences.
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I Found My Professional Home 
on AHLA’s Communities 
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Schwartz and Cohn LLP

Robert Frost wrote, “Home is the place where, when you have to go there, they 
take you in.” In my experience, two of AHLA’s Communities provide my  
professional home: the Government Reimbursement Topical Community1  
and the Life Members Network. 

Communities

http://communities.americanhealthlaw.org

