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If you’re anything like me, you probably find great value in 
random opportunities to discuss current topics or thorny issues 
with peers. I’ve been fortunate enough to attend a wide variety 
of professional conferences over the course of my nearly 20 
years of practicing law and, without a doubt, the highlight is 
usually discussing a topic in a hallway with a colleague or new 
friend or listening to a presenter answer a question posed by 
one of the audience members. Whether you’re working your 
way through the latest regulation or contemplating whether 
there might be a better way to handle an issue the next time 
it comes up, you often won’t find a better sounding board 
than your professional network. Even if you prefer individual 
research and internal debate to groupthink, simply knowing 
what issues others are struggling with can be invaluable as 
well (especially for those of us who bill time for a living). For 
all these reasons, I would highly recommend checking out the 
AHLA Communities.

If you haven’t had the chance to explore the AHLA 
Communities yet, I would encourage you to do so. There are 
several different types of Communities available to AHLA 
members, along with a tutorial video that will teach you how 
to use them. I especially enjoy the Topical Communities, 
which, like list-serves, allow AHLA members to pose questions 
or discuss topics in specific areas of health law. Personally, 
I’ve utilized the Topical Communities to help me prepare for 
presentations, when I need real-world applications. I’ve found 
that there’s no better place to spark ideas for these applications 
than the questions posed on the AHLA Communities.

In addition to using the AHLA Communities myself, I’ve 
often recommended them to young professionals looking for 
potential article topics. There are few sources better for finding 
health care professionals who can help identify article topics 
that will be well received in the health care community. Obvi-
ously, everyone has different reasons for frequenting the AHLA 
Communities. By design, they offer unique value to all visitors. 
Like any community, they thrive when members contribute 
their unique perspectives for the benefit of their neighbors. For 
that reason, I encourage you to visit the AHLA Communities 
today. My guess is that we’ll all benefit from it!
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