
Checklist for 
Ethical Dilemmas 
in the Law

• Check relevant ethical rules, e.g., ABA 
Model Rules of Professional Conduct (if 
adopted in your jurisdiction)

• In CA, CA Rules of Professional 
Conduct and the Business and 
Professions Code

• Check ABA, state or local ethics 
opinions

• Review treatises on professional 
responsibility

• In CA, Rutter California Practice 
Guide: Professional Responsibility 
& Liability is a great resource

• Ethics hotline run by state bar
• Professional liability carriers/ethics 

counsel
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